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HORSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  past  year.. 
The  most  notable  features  of  the  vital  statistics  contained 
therein  are,  (i)  a continuance  of  the  declining  birth-rate, 
(2)  the  phenomenally  low  death-rate,  and  associated  with  it, 
an  extremely  low  zymotic  death-rate,  and  (3)  a continuance  of 
the  decrease  of  the  infantile  mortality  rate  which  has 
characterised  the  local  statistics  of  the  past  few  years. 

When  the  statistics  of  the  surrounding  districts  are  collated, 
I believe  those  of  Horsforth  will  bear  in  the  important  respects 
aeove  mentioned,  a most  favourable  comparison  even  with  the 
noted  inland  health  resorts  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  shows  a decrease. 

Infectious  diseases  have  been  less  prevalent  than  usual. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  into 
operation  the  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  order. 

The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  has  also  made 
headway,  the  large  sceptic  tanks  being  now  completed. 

Population. — The  population  in  1901  was  7,783,  this  year  I 
estimate  it  to  be  8,100. 

Births. — The  number  registered  during  the  year  was  190,  88 
were  males  and  102  females.  10  of  these  were  illegitimate. 
The  resulting  birth-rate  is  23-4  per  1,000.  This  number  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  similar  one  for  last  year,  but  as  it  is 
also  almost  3 per  1,000  less  than  the  average  of  the  birth-rates 

, e.  District  for  the  past  10  years,  as  shown  in  table  1,  the 
slight  increase  is  insignificant. 

I he  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales,  less  217  towns  is 
26-3  per  i.ooo  per  annum. 
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Deaths— The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  81,  42 
males  and  39  females.  14  deaths  of  residents  were  registered 
outside,  the  District.  Therefore,  with  the  addition  of  these  to 
the  above  number,  a death-rate  equal  to  117  per  1,000  per 
annum  is  produced.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  ever 
recorded  for  the  District.  It  may  be  interesting  to  you  to 
know  the  names  of  the  institutions  in  which  the  14  deaths 
occurred.  The  larger  number,  namely  8,  died  in  the  Leeds 
General  Infirmary,  4 died  in  the  Wharfedale  Union  Workhouse, 
1 in  the  West  Riding  Asylum  at  Menston,  and  1 in  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  These  details  convey  very  forcibly  some 
idea  of  the  indebtedness  of  this  District  to  that  notable  voluntary 
institution,  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary.  The  similar  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the  217  towns,  for  1905  was 
14  9.  It  will  therefore  be  readily  appreciated  how  favourable 
the  health  of  your  district  has  been  during  the  past  year.  The 
death-rates  for  the  past  10  years  are  given  in  table  1.  A 
perusal  of  table  IV.  shows  the  causes  of  death  together  with 
the  age  distribution  of  the  same.  The  most  notable  feature  of 
this  table  is  the  large  number  of  persons,  viz.,  12,  who  have 
succumbed  to  Cancer.  I have  looked  over  the  statistics  of 
the  District  for  several  years  and  find  that  this  number  is 
about  double  that  of  the  ordinary  mortality.  I cannot  give 
any  satisfactory  explanation  for  this ; indeed  the  causation  of 
cancer  is  so  shrouded  in  mystery,  that  so  far  the  efforts  of  the 
Imperial  Cancer  Research  Association,  which  has  been 
working  most  assiduously  for  the  past  3 years,  have  thrown 
little,  if  any,  light  on  the  causation  of  this,  the  most  dreaded  of 
all  diseases. 

Phthisis  accounts  for  7 deaths,  the  resulting  death  rate 
being  distinctly  less,  as  shown  below,  than  those  of  the  past 
3 years. 

1901  1902  1903  1904  1905 

■77  1-4  i-6  i’4  *9 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  mortality  from  this  disease  all  over 
the  country  is  gradually  decreasing.  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  disease  has  generally  become  recognised  as  an  infectious 
one,  and  that  preventive  steps  are  being  taken  by  most  people, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  combat  its  effects.  In  5 of  the  7 
deaths  there  was  a family  history  of  previous  similar  trouble. 
The  cause  of  the  remaining  2 cases  was  not  easy  to  decipher, 
but  the  above  facts  should  be  sufficient  to  impress  anyone  with 
the  importance  of  the  necessity  for  adopting  precautionary 
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measures.  Surely  the  time  has  come  when  Phthisis  should 
become  a notifiable  disease.  And  here  again  I should  like  to 
make  my  annual  appeal  in  favour  of  the  open  window,  not  only 
in  the  interests  of  those  who  are  suffering  or  predisposed  to  the 
disease  but  for  general  adoption  on  purely  sanitary  ground, 
for  it  is  just  as  inimical  to  breathe  impure  air  as  it  is  to  drink 
impure  water,  and  only  those  who  have  learnt  to  appreciate 
and  live  in  the  delights  of  a pure  atmosphere  can  speak  of  its 
pleasurable  and  healthful  effects.  Those  who  suffer  the  least 
from  “cold”  are  those  who  are  insistent  in  the  maintenance  of 
a pure  atmosphere  night  and  day,  and  young  people  especially 
should  increase  their  stamina  by  foregoing  the  impure  luxuries 
of  overheated  and  badly  ventilated  rooms,  thus  acquiring  natural 
qualities  of  resistance  which  would  amply  compensate  them 
for  the  loss  of  such  harmful  indulgence.  There  would  be 
little  need  for  the  provision  of  sanitoria  for  consumptives  it 
efficient  ventilation,  especially  in  the  bedroom,  was  insisted 
upon  under  all  circumstances. 


Infantile  Mortality.— As  I have  previously  stated  this  rate 
shows  a considerable  improvement  Below  I give  the 
statistics  of  the  District  relating  to  this  mortality  for  the  past 
5 years. 

igoi  1902  1903  1904  1905 

123  92  117  84  73 

These  figures  represent  the  number  of  infants,  per  1,000  born 
alive,  dying  before  reaching  the  age  of  12  months.  The  infant 
mortality  for  England  and  Wales,  less  217  towns,  for  the  past 
year  was  113.  In  view  of  the  gradual  improvement  in  these 
figures  one  is  bound  to  admit,  in  spite  of  many  evidences  to  the 
contrary,  that  more  thought  is  being  expended  on  the  proper 
bringing  up  of  children.  One  factor  which  I am  quite  certain 
is  a valuable  one  in  aiding  the  reduction  of  this  mortality,  is 
that  it  is  now  becoming  recognised,  especially  amongst  the 
more  intelligent  classes,  that  daily  outdoor  exercise  is  essential 
if  their  little  ones  are  to  receive  proper  attention.  The  great 
difficulty,  however,  is  for  the  mother  of  a family  to  find  the 
necessary  amount  of  time  to  enable  her  to  accomplish  this. 
It  seems  to  me  that  domestic  work  engages  the  mother  too 
much  under  the  present  circumstances.  No  legitimate  eflorts, 
however,  should  be  spared  to  alter  this,  for  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  joys  of  living,  that  the 
mother  and  offspring  should  live  a healthy  and  a natural  life 
by  spending  a certain  portion  of  the  day  outside  their  homes. 
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h is  Proveibial  how  the  little-cared-for  children,  who  are  nut 
out  to  the  door  as  soon  as  they  can  walk,  being  continually 
exposed  to  the  elements,  thrive  and  become  healthy,  also 
equally  so,  how  those  children,  who,  by  their  indulgent  parents 
are  pampered  and  made  delicate,  become  skeletons  in  the 
house,  being  a source  of  worry  and  anxiety  to  all  around  them. 
Given  a healthy  child  in  the  first  place,  surely  the  prop"; 

r^app^m^mm  ^ ^ be  -med 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  that  resulting  from  the  following 
diseases  -Small  pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  and  Continued 
evers,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea.  From 
tee  but  4 deaths  occured,  viz.  one  from  Croup,  one  from 

Dmrrha.aFeHpl  the  *solatl°"  Hospital),  and  two  from 
Diarrhoea.  Below  are  the  similar  mortalities  for  the  past 
5 years  : — F l 


1901 

1'7 


1902 

I '2 
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The  mortality  for  England  and  Wales,  less  217  towns  for 
1905  was  1 09,  therefore  in  the  figures  of  the  past  3 years 
there  is  every  need  for  congratulations  and  every  encourage- 
ment to  continue  those  sanitary  reforms  which  have 
c aracterised  the  action  of  your  Sanitary  Committee,  and  which 
undoubtedly  influence  the  incidence  of  this  mortality  rate. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act. It  is 

satisfactory  that  again  I have  to  report  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  diseases  notified.  In  all  there  were  23  cases,  of 


1 was  Small-pox. 

2 were  of  Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

5 „ ,,  Erysipelas. 

13  » » Scarlet  Fever. 

2 ,,  „ Enteric  Fever. 

Since  the  Act  was  adopted,  at  a time  when  it  was  opoonal, 
the  number  of  notifications  have  been  as  below: 


1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905 

I4I  13°  12  3 *42  48  33  32  23 

1 give  the  whole  of  the  figures  because  nothing  proves  so 
conclusively  the  value  of  the  act  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
infection  v 
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The  case  of  Small-pox  was  imported  from  Leeds.  Being 
recognised  at  an  early  stage  it  was  transferred  to  the  Small-pox 
Hospital  at  Guiseley.  All  contacts  were  vaccinated,  the  house 
being  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  Leeds  Corporation 
Officials.  The  Diphtheria  case  was  also  imported  from  Leeds. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  spread  over  the  whole  of  the 
year,  the  disease  never  becoming  epidemic.  Six  of  the 
patients  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  was 
no  mortality. 

The  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  New  Street  and 
Rose  Terrace.  There  is  evidence  to  make  one  think  that  both 
received  the  infection  from  outside  the  district.  One  of  the 
cases  was  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  unfortunately 
died  soon  after  admission.  The  other  case  was  treated  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  at  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Bacteriological  Department  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council,— io  specimens,  viz.  2 of  Serum  for  the  Enteric  Fever 
test,  5 of  sputum  for  the  Tubercle  test,  and  3 for  Diptheria, 
were  sent  from  the  District  to  be  reported  upon  by  the  above 
Department. 

General  Characters  of  the  District.— Horsforth  Urban 
District  is  principally  a residential  locality  for  Leeds  and 
Bradford.  Situated  for  the  most  part  on  rising  ground,  in 
some  places  exceeding  500  feet  above  the  sea  level,  Horsforth 
lies  on  the  north  bank  of  the  River  Aire,  having  on  the  north 
and  north-east  the  boundary  of  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District, 
on  the  east  and  south  being  co-terminus  with  the  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Leeds  ; whilst  on  the  south-west  and  west  it  adjoins 
Calverley  Urban  District  and  the  Urban  District  of  Rawdon. 
It  measures  in  length  about  3J  miles  and  at  its  widest  part  is  2J 
miles,  and  contains  in  all  about  2,891  acres.  Its  subsoil, 
whilst  sandy  in  places,  is  mostly  of  a clayey  nature.  With  the 
exception  of  a narrow  portion  extending  from  West  End  to 
Scotland  Lane,  which  lies  on  the  coal  measures,  the  district  is 
entirely  on  millstone  grit.  The  population  of  the  area  is 
divided  into  localities  called 


Horsforth  proper, 

containing  about  5,213 

Woodside, 

>> 

„ 1,500 

Cragg  Hill, 

J 

„ 880 

Newlay, 

>> 

„ 320 

Scotland  Lane, 

>> 

».  185 

8,100 
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There  are  2045  houses,  and  of  these  about  6c  are  unoccupied. 

The  Rateable  Value  upon  houses  is  £27,541  17s.  gd. 

The  Rateable  Value  upon  land  is  ,£2,749  8s.  6d. 

The  District  Rate  for  the  year  amounted  to  5/6  in  the  £ 

The  Poor  Rate  for  the  year  amounted  to  2/6  in  the  £ 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  is  supplied  by  its  own  Waterworks  purchased 
from  the  private  Company  in  igoo.  About  f of  the  catchment 
area  lies  in  the  Urban  District  of  Rawdon,  the  remainder  being 
within  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District.  In  consequence 
of  the  limited  size  of  this  area,  together  with  the  increasing 
population,  it  has  been  apparent  for  some  time  that  the  supply 
was  becoming  inadequate.  To  augment  this,  as  I stated  in 
my  last  annual  report,  boring  operations  had  been  successfully 
carried  out  in  land  purchased  by  the  Council  in  Scotland 
Lane.  The  unusually  light  rainfall  of  the  year  however 
necessitated  a speedy  connection  of  this  water  to  the  reservoirs, 
and  it  was  then  only  by  means  of  continuous  pumping  of  water 
from  this  supply  that  a water  famine  was  averted.  For  a few 
weeks  only  in  the  middle  of  summer  was  it  found  necessary  to 
cut  short  the  general  supply  for  a few  hours  per  day.  The  test 
of  the  bore-hole  supply  was  therefore  most  satisfactory,  and 
when  the  permanent  plant  is  put  down  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  months,  the  fear  of  a shortage  of  water  will  never  be 
a cause  for  anxiety. 

A Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  took  place  in  March 
relative  to  securing  increased  power  to  the  existing  \\  aterworks 
Bill,  including  sanction  of  the  Borehole  Scheme  and  a scheme 
for  ’the  diversion  of  domestic  sewage  from  the  gathering 
grounds,  etc.,  etc.  This  was  sanctioned. 

Rain  falling  heavily  in  the  autumn,  the  reservoirs  tilling, 
further  pumping  was  found  unnecessary,  and  now  there  is  a 
larger  quantity  of  water  in  storage  than  has  been  the  case  for 
some  years.  One  contributory  factor  to  this  is  that  the  water 
from  a certain  area  near  the  Bottoms  Farm  which  hitherto  had 
found  its  way  in  a direction  away  from  the  gathering  grounds, 
having  been  now  diverted  to  enter  Bayton  Beck,  thus  1 should 
estimate  making  this  main  feeder  nearly  twice  its  former  size. 
The  proximity  of  the  farm  to  the  source  of  this  supply  I cannot 
help  but  think  is  a possible  and  very  probable  source  of  con- 
tamination, and  I cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  my  wish  that 
those  improvements  which  have  been  suggested  for  some  time, 
viz., of  draining  the  sewage  from  the  homesteads  on  the  gathering 
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grounds  in  such  a manner  that  there  is  no  possible  cause  for 
suspicion,  should  now  be  carried  out.  All  the  feeders  on  the 
gathering  grounds  have  been  cleaned  out.  1 he  filtering  of  the 
water  is'  well  attended  to,  the  tanks  are  regularly  limed  out, 
and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Waterworks 
generally  are  better  looked-after  than  ever  they  were. 

The  Town’s  Well  in  Parkside  still  remains  exposed  to 
pollution  from  the  road,  etc.  1 he  body  of  a dead  cat  was 
found  in  that  used  for  domestic  purposes  a short  time  ago. 

I still  strongly  urge  that  this  well  be  covered  in  and  a pump 
erected.  The  supply  of  water  to  West  End  is  unsatisfactory, 
the  quantity  being  very  small  and  the  quality  open  to  question. 
It  is  very  necessary  to  remedy  this. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  main  part  of  the  district  was  sewered  in  1883  at  a 
cost  of  £14,000,  and  since  then  further  extensions  have 
been  made  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  increasing  population. 
Again  several  of  the  old  untrapped  street  gullies  have  been 
replaced  by  new  ones,  and  again  I have  to  complain  that  many 
of  these  are  used  quite  wrongly  by  people  who  will  persist  in 
using  them  instead  of  their  own  drains  for  the  disposal  of 
sewage.  Many  of  these  street  gullies  are  not  connected  with 
the  sewer,  and  should  not  be  used  for  anything  but  the 
drainage  of  the  streets.  It  seems  apparent  that  warnings  are 
not  sufficient  to  abate  the  nuisances  arising  from  this  misuse. 

Frequent  complaints  are  received  of  the  smells  emanating 
from  the  open  grates  ventilating  the  sewers.  I believe  an 
inspection  of  the  sewers  at  these  places  might  do  good,  for  I 
have  in  my  mind  one  instance  where  for  years  periodically  smells 
were  complained  of,  and  for  which  flushing  was  repeatedly 
done  with  little  mitigation  of  the  trouble  until  a more  thorough 
investigation  revealed  an  accumulated  mass  of  solid  sewage. 

Considering  the  excellent  gradients  of  the  sewers  of  the 
district,  I believe  with  efficient  ventilation  and  inspection  there 
ought  to  be  a diminution  in  the  number  of  complaints  received. 

Sewage  Disposal— The  first  portion  of  the  new  Sewage 
Works  estimated  to  cost  ,£"15,000  commenced  in  1903,  viz., 
the  large  sceptic  tanks  and  the  sceptic  filter  beds  to  treat  the 
storm-water  flow,  have  been  completed.  Some  difficulty  has 
been  met  with  regarding  the  arrangements  for  dealing  with  the 
storm-water  flow,  also  because  of  the  absence  of  a detritus 
tank  in  the  original  plans.  Arrangements  are  therefore  being 
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made  to  deal  effectively  with  these,  after  which  it  is  proposed 
to  commence  the  further  work  for  completing  the 
bacteriological  treatment. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Scavenging  is  let  to  two  contractors 
who  do  their  work  as  well  as  it  can  be  expected  to  be  done 
under  the  present  circumstances.  A systematic  scheme  for 
emptying  ashpits  has  not  yet  been  adopted.  I think  this  is 
very  essential,  and  must  be  done  before  the  work  is  satis- 
factory accomplished.  Enamelled  figures  have  been  ordered, 
so  that  in  a short  time  all  the  ashpits  will  be  properly 
numbered,  aftei  which  I hope  a complete  list  of  ashpits  will  be 
kept  at  the  office,  every  day  the  work  done  being  tabulated 
so  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  ashpit  to  be  overlooked,  as 
I am  afraid  is  frequently  the  case  at  the  present  time.  No 
extieme  action  has  been  taken  during  the  past  year  regarding 
the  misuse  of  ashpits.  This  to  my  mind  is  very  necessary, 
and  as  other  districts  are  becoming  more  strict  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  care  in  this  respect,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  in 
Horsforth  should  be  lagging  behind. 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  includes  the  following  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  420 

Pan  or  Pail  ...  ...  ...  3 

Trough  Closets  ..,  ...  6 

Covered  or  Uncovered  ...  ...  422 

The  Burial  Grounds  are  5 in  number  : — 

1 .  — Cemetery, 

2.  — Old  Church  Yard. 

3-  — Burial  Ground  in  Church  Road. 

4-  — Cragg  Hill  Burial  Ground. 

5. — Woodside  Church  Y7ard. 

New  Graves  are  procurable  at  the  Cemetery  only. 

Slaughterhouses  number  15.  There  is  only  one  licensed. 
There  is  every  need  for  remedying  the  defects  disclosed  when 
the  question  was  seriously  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
slaughterhouses  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  1903. 
As  I stated  in  my  last  year’s  report  nothing  but  a special 
consideration  of  the  whole  question  will  meet  the  needs  of  the 
situation. 


Cowsheds. — During  the  past  year  several  defective  cow- 
sheds have  been  brought  into  line  with  the  requirements  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Order.  In  one 
particular  instance  several  insanitary  cottages  have  been 
abolished,  the  interiors  being  taken  away,  and  the  whole 
converted  into  an  ideal  cowshed  and  barn.  The  value  of  such 
an  improvement  can  scarcely  be  estimated.  There  is  an 
erroneous  impression  existing  amongst  farmers  that  a well 
ventilated  cowshed  is  associated  with  a smaller  quantity  of  milk, 
and  an  increased  anxiety  regarding  the  cattle  taking  “cold.” 
Having  closely  questioned  the  farmers  whose  premises  have 
been  improved,  I am  unable  to  find  them  speak  in  any  than 
the.  most  grateful  way  for  the  better  conditions  under  which 
their  cattle  exist.  A tour  of  the  district  has  been  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  defects  of  all  cowsheds  being  noted,  and 
arrangements  are  made  for  proceeding  as  soon  as  the  weather 
permits,  with  the  various  improvements  specified. 

In  addition  to  putting  in  order  the  cowsheds,  attention 
should  also  be  given  to  the  state  of  the  farm-yard,  manure  pits, 
drainage  of  sewage  from  the  farm-house,  etc.,  details  which  so 
far  have  not  received  sufficient  attention. 

23  cowsheds  were  registered  out  of  a total  57. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act— 47  workshops  are  on  the 

register,  all  of  which  were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
These  include  three  underground  bakehouses,  for  which 
certificates  have  been  granted. 

The  Midwives  Act. — There  is  only  one  certified  Midwife 
practising  in  the  District. 

In  conclusion  therefore  may  I summarise  what  I consider 
the  most  important  sanitary  matters  before  you  : — 

(1)  . To  devise  and  arrange  for  a more  systematic  method  of 
emptying  ashpits. 

(2)  lo  take  steps  to  prevent  misuse  of  ashpits  and  street 
gullies. 

(3)  . To  devise  a scheme  to  further  prevent  on  the  gathering 
grounds  any  possible  contamination  from  the  homesteads. 

(4)  To  consider  the  supply  of  water  to  West  End. 

o)  To  consider  the  question  of  the  Slaughterhouses. 

tv  vl  ^ continue  the  carrying  out  of  the  regulations  of  the 
T'airies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  orders. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  BAILEY. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  Years. 
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Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 

05  and 
upwards. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 to  5 
years. 

Small  Pox  ... 

..  I 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

I 

— 

Membranous  Croup  i 

I 

Erysipelas  ...  • 

• • 5 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

..  13 

— 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . 

..  2 

— 

Totals 

,...23 

1 

4 

5 to  15 
years. 


15  to  25 
years. 


2 

I 


25  to  05 
years. 

I 

1 

3 

2 
2 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1905 


Causes  of  Death 


All 

ages. 

I 

1 

3 

2 


Under 
1 year. 


Croup  

Enteric  Eever  

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis) ...  _ 7 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  3 
Cancer,  Maglignant  Disease  12 

Bronchitis  8 

Pneumonia 5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs  2 

Premature  Birth 5 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition 

Heart  Diseases  

Accidents  

All  other  causes 

All  causes 


1 and 
under 
5. 

I 


j and 
under 
15. 


16  and 
under 
25. 


25  and  65  and 
under  up- 
65.  wards. 


4 — 


1 

16 

3 

26 

95 


5 

14 


1 

7 

3 

4 

34 


16 

37 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  \ ear  of  Age. 

• V-4  .n  in  fft  U)  (/)(/)  1/1  .A 

£1  £1 


CAUSE  OF 
DEATH. 


All  Causes,  Certified 
Enteritis  (not  Tuber- 
culous 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 
intestinal Catarrh 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus  ... 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Causes 
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Births  in  the  year— legitimate  180,  illegitimate  io.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  95. 


Tot.  Deaths 

und.  1 year. 
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TABLE  C. 


Horsforffi  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  HENRY  BAILEY. 

Salary  ^40. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  WENTWORTH  JONES. 

Salary  £gi.  Water  Rents  Collector. 

WATER  SUPPLY— 

Quality  ? — Good.  Action  on  Lead  ? — Nil. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1905  ? — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?— West  End.  Too  High 
for  present  Filter  Beds. 

SEWERAGE— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ?— Yes.  Is  rainfall 
from  roads  excluded  ? — Partly. 

Extensions  or.  Improvements  during  1905  ? Sewers— 

20  yds.  i2in.  pipes,  Rose  Avenue.  52  yds.  gin.  pipes, 
Woodside. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ?— West  End  and  Calverley 
Lane. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

System  adopted  ?— Bacteriological,  in  course  of  con- 
struction. 

Any  extension  in  1905  ? — No. 

Any  complaint  in  neighbourhood  of  sewage  works  ? No. 

SCAVENGING— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by 
Sanitary  staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and 
Tenants  ? — Contractors. 

Any  inadequacy  of  scavenging  ? — No. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Acts  adopted  during  1905  (or  parts)  ? — None. 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  c.g.,  Measles, 
Chicken-pox,  &c.  ? — No. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  ? — No. 
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BY-LAWS— 


Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1905  ? — (a)  Under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875— No.  (i)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — No. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  Etc. 

No.  in 
Dis- 
trict. 

No. on 
Reg- 
ister. 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 
made. 

General  Condition  ? 

Legal  Pro- 
ceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Canal  Boats 

Slaughter  Houses 

Cowsheds 

Offensive  Trades ... 

None 

None 

8 

57 

113 

1 

1X7 

* 

Fair 

Fair  (11  altered  but 
not  yet  on  register. 
(Fell-monger)  good 

COWSHEDS— 

Give  date  of  Regulations  in  force  under  D.C  M.  Order  ? 

October  1 6th,  1903. 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1905  ?— Yes. 

Any  systematic  veterinary  inspection  of  cows  ?— No. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  under  ‘ Milk 

Clauses’  concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district  ? No. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 

W hat  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  and  where  is  it 
situate  ? — Steam  apparatus  at  Leeds  and  Menston. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ?— (x)  By  Formalin  Spray 
and  Lamp.  (2)  Fumigation  with  Sulphur. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  iqos  ? — Yes  for 
Measles. 

SCHOOLS— 

No.  closed  during  1905  on  account  of  sickness? — None. 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly 
with  school  life  during  1905  ? — No. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT— 

Any  cases  of  anthrax  in  factories  or  workshops  during 
1905  ? — No. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  igoa- 

No.  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occuring  in  the  practice 
of  Mid  wives  ? — None. 

No.  of  such  Midwives  disinfected  by  Sanitary  Authority 
under  Rule  E.  5 of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  ?— 
None. 
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DWELLINGS— 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  1905  ?— 43- 
General  character  ? — Through  Houses. 

Any  occupied  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — 1 (Closed). 
Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — 4. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts  ? — No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — No. 
Are  records  kept  ? — No. 

NUISANCES— 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1904  ?— 3. 

At  close  of  1905  ? — 4. 

Reported  during  1905?  — no. 

Abated  during  1905  ? — 106. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of 
Nuisances  during  1905  ? — 26 
Total  No,  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings  ?— J 
No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1905  ?— 12. 

„ ,,  trapped  . » , I2‘ 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1905  . 39. 

Kinds  ?— Water  Closets. 

No.  of  Ciosets  reconstructed  during  1905  ?— 66. 

Kinds  ?— Water  Closets  and  2 Privies. 


METEOROLOGY— 


Rainfall  ? — 23-04. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  t- 
Seizures  of  Unsound  Food  ? — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ?— 3 milk. 
Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1905  attributed  to— 
Arsenical  Beer  ? — No. 

Ptomaines  ? — No. 

Lead-contaminated  water  ? — No. 

River  Pollution  ?— None. 

Smoke  observations  taken  ? — 4. 

Legal  Notices?— None. 

Summonses  ? — None. 

Burial  Grounds— No.  in  District  ?— 5. 

Any  need  for  (a)  extension  ?— No.  ( b ) closure  ?— No. 
Mortuaries— No.  in  District  (n)  for  accidents  .—One. 
(b)  other  ? — None. 
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BIRTHS  during  1905—  Males  88.  Females  102.  Total  190. 
Number  illegitimate,  included  in  above  ? — 10. 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included)  ? — None. 

DEATHS  during  1905— (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  district,  without  any  correction  ? — 81. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  ? — 
Males  53.  Females  42.  Total  95. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above  ? — None. 

SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  DISTRICT,  AND 
SUGGESTIONS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  : — 

(1)  More  thorough  method  of  emptying  ash-pits. 

(2)  To  take  steps  to  prevent  misuse  of  ash-pits. 

(3)  To  devise  a scheme  for  prevention  of  con- 

tamination from  the  homesteads  on  the 
gathering  grounds. 

(4)  Better  water  supply  to  West  End. 

(5)  To  consider  the  question  of  the  slaughterhouses. 

(6)  To  continue  the  carrying  out  of  the  regulations 

of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’ 
Order. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT 

For  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1905. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  place  before  you  a brief  resume  of  the 
sanitary  work  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31st,  1905. 

Correspondence. — Number  of  letters  written  and  notices 
served,  159. 

Nuisances. 

Nuisances  in  hand  December  31st,  1904 
,,  registered  during  1905  ... 

,,  abated  during  1905 

,,  abated  without  legal  notice 

,,  in  hand  December  31st,  1905 

J These  nuisances  arise  from  various  causes,  the  principal  of 
which  are  as  follows: — 

Defective  Privies  and  Ashpits 
Stoppage  in  Drains 
Insufficient  Drains 
Defective  Drains 
Defective  Sanitary  Appliances 
Overcrowding  ... 

Defective  Water  Supply 
Absence  of  Proper  Water  Supply 
House  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Other  Causes  ... 


9 

a 

1 10 
106 
39 
4 


Old  Drains  tested 


(Found  Satisfactory  2 ^ 
1 Found  Defective  3 \ 
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Number  of  visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  791 

,,  ,,  appointments  kept  ...  ...  46 

,.  ,,  legal  notices  served  ...  ...  26 

,,  ,,  summonses  ...  ...  ...  1 


Infectious  Disease. — Where  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occur  the  rooms,  bedding,  and  clothing  are  disinfected  by  the 
Council’s  employees,  and  at  the  Council’s  expense.  All  work 
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in  connection  therewith,  with  the  exception  of  clothing 
bedding,  &c.,  sent  to  Leeds  or  Menston  to  be  disinfected  by 
superheated  steam,  is  as  far  as  possible  carried  out  by  your 
own  Inspector.  About  a year  ago  the  Council  purchased  a 
Formalin  sprayer  and  lamp,  both  of  which  have  been  used  in 
many  cases,  and  which  appear  to  be  much  more  satisfactory 
tha/  simply  fumigating  with  sulphur.  During  the  year 
disinfection  for  various  diseases  has  been  carried  out  as  follows  . 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Phthisis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Diptheria  and  Erisipelas 

Croup 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Small  Pox 


No.  of 
Cases. 

13 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2 
I 
I 


Fumigated  Fumigated 

with  Sulphur,  with  Formalin. 

7 6 

2 

2 


2 

I 


Formalin  Sprayer  used  in  all  cases.  Formalin  and 
Sulphur  used  for  fumigating,  and  Perchloride  of  Mercury  used 
for  stripping  walls  in  the  case  of  Small  Pox. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops.— During  the  year  the 
provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order 
adopted  by  the  Council  in  1903  were  brought  into  force  with 
the  intention  of  bringing  all  cowsheds  in  the  district  to  a 
sanitary  condition.  Knowing  as  we  do  the  ease  with  which 
milk  can  be  contaminated,  the  importance  of  the  work  cannot 
be  over-estimated.  The  whole  of  the  cowsheds  were  inspected 
and  reported  upon  by  your  Inspector,  and  afterwards  visited  by 
the  Sanitary  Committee.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  cowsheds  in  the  district: 


Number  of  Cowsheds  in  district  •••  57 

„ „ „ registered  during  1905  23 

„ „ „ altered  „ » 11 

„ „ „ still  unregistered  ...  23 

,,  ,,  Cows  in  registered  mistals  ...  248 

„ „ „ „ mistals  recently  altered  120 

Workshops. — Under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  of 
1901  the  periodical  inspection  devolves  upon  the  Inspector  of 
the  Local  Authority.  The  workshops  in  this  district  are 
chiefly  small  ones  of  a semi-domestic  type,  and  number  as 
follows : — 
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Dressmakers 

Milliners 

Tailors 

Bootmakers 

Bakehouses 

Joiners 

Saddlers 

Tinners 

Telephone 


Number  of  visits  during  1905,  78. 


Total 


18 

2 

2 

6 

9 

5 

2 

2 

1 

47 


th0?6!18^6  Trades-— ' There  are  only  two  offensive  trades  in 
the  district : one  size  boiler  and  one  fellmonger.  I have  found 
them  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.— During  the  year  three  samples  of 
new  milk  were  taken  for  analysis.  In  each  case  the  sample 
proved  satisfactory.  F 

Drains.— All  drains,  whether  new  ones  or  old  ones  that  have 
been  re-laid,  are  examined  by  your  inspector,  and  where 
possible  tested  by  an  “ Eclipse  ” Smoke  Machine,  purchased 
by  the  Council  two  years  ago.  The  following  table  shews  the 
length  of  drains  inspected  and  tested  during  1905  :— 

Total 

»2in.  gin.  ®'n.  Sin.  tested.  4in.  4in.  tested.  Gullies.  ^ drains^ 

20yds.  52yds.  355yds.  245yds.  445  yds.  325yds.  51.  18  1442yds. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WENTWORTH  JONES, 

Assoc.  R.  San.  last. 


